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THE CHIEF AIM OF ANARCHISM S 
TO AWAKEN THOSE CONSTRUCTIVE 
POWERS OF THE LABOURING MASSES 
OF THE PEOPLE WHICH AT ALL GREAT 
MOMENTS OF HISTORY CAME FOR¬ 
WARD TO ACCOMPLISH THE NECES¬ 
SARY CHANGES, AND WHICH, AIDED 
BY THE NOW ACCUMULATED KNOW¬ 
LEDGE, WILL ACCOMPLISH THE 
CHANGE THAT IS CALLED FORTH BY 
ALL THE BEST MEN OF OUR OWN TIME. 
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Background to flic Big Three Meeting 


Citrine Sits on the Fence 


4 S we foresaw, Sir Walter G trine's delegation to Greece has acted as a time- 
Xa. gaining device for the Government, and has been fully used by the reactionary 
press. Thus full reports appeared with flaring headlines of Citrine’s examination of 
mass exhumations described as “ELAS victims”. These were exhibited by the Gov¬ 
ernment, and one may reasonably doubt any evidence brought forward as to who 
were the perpetrators. .After several weeks of bitter street fighting it is not difficult to 
find corpses. It onlv remains for the government to affix the trade-mark “guaranteed 
killed by ELAS”. 


Citrine was cautions enough to state only 
that the large number of corpses exhumed 
was irrefutable evidence of “cold-blooded 
murder \ As we all know that a civil war 
had jus: been carried out by interventionists 
no one will quarrel with him. He did not 
however state that ELAS were the mur¬ 
derers. It was left for the press repons 
to do that for him in their headlines. Inci¬ 
dentally all this “evidence” was seen by 
Citrine before he had interviewed the EAM 
representatives. When he did see them, 
the press gave such headlines as “Why 
EAM refuse to Sign Citrine Plan for Vote”. 
Below tins—and coming after all the “cold¬ 
blooded murder” stuff had well sunk in— 
they report Quine as regretting “the refer¬ 
ences which have been made in the House 
of Commons to the original members of 
EAM. We are satisfied that many of these 
people were people of high integrity. In 
seems the same was true of Elas and that 
many were men of military competence, in- 
tegrir. and high purpose.” 

4 J~** rr 'rrjsfeiv eren wh en - C irri n e does 
make his final report, ii will carry no great 
conviction. Sir U alter s previous chameleon 
work in this direction, his Russian Diary, 
ills Finnish Diary, and his American Diary, 
have aii shows oniv too weli how easily his 
quad adapts itsclS to ihe propaganda 
etedi at tile time. 

AMNESTY PROMISES TORN UP 

rsr Commentary pointed out in its lan issue 

that the gOTt rr m cntT purpose was to secure 
us*, to achy and allay popular reaction here 
by droces like the T.L. delegation. Under 
cover at ihn. reactionary forces in Athens would 
UMiiisu a * hue Terror This view turns out 
lo be oc.y too correct Reuter's diplomatic cor- 
rwcg3cnimAtkm»ui^ihiu 

■ to find one¬ 


self at a disadvantage in casual conversation 
with more or less educated Greeks, because 
the British are automatically taken as oppo¬ 
nents of all Left Wing ideas and as prepared 
to encourage their suppression by every means, 
Attempts to correct (sic) this assumption or 
explain the social and political structure and 
trends of wartime Britain are met with either 
scepticism or alarm, according to the listener’s 
political attitude.” 

The Greeks are not altogether fools. On Jan- 
pary 19th, Eden “emphasized that the only 
people liable to prosecution in Greece would be 
those guilty of crimes against the penal code or 
the laws of war, and that no political arrests 
would be made.*' To underline this promise of 
amnesty, the headlines (Nets* Chronicle , 
20/1/45) read: “Eden Reaffirms Pledges on 
Greek Amnesty—Plastiras Makes a Promise— 
No Punishment for Bearing Arms”. 

In Athens since then several people have been 
sentenced to death for taking part in the recent 
fighting, “for carrying arms against the State”. 
{Reynolds News, 4/2/45). Reynolds adds, 
“These are the first trials by a military court 
since Greece was liberated. No quislings or 
pro-Nazi traitors have been tried.” 

A FAVOURABLE SIGN 
There is one hopeful sign. The Greek gov¬ 
ernment have thought it wise to start some trials 
of collaborationists. It doesn’t look too well to 
be trying those who fought the German occupa¬ 
tion, while those who collaborated with it still 
remain untried. So there will be some collabor¬ 
ationist trials soon in Athens, probably begin¬ 
ning with the quisling Prime Minister (German 
quisling, wc mean) John Rallis. It is very dis¬ 
tasteful to see one set of quislings denouncing 
and executing another for the greater glory of 
their imperialist masters. Moreover the present 
situation show's the function of these trial-shows. 
They serve to give an appearance of impartiality, 
of striking the right as well as the left. Under 
cover of such “justice” the work of liquidating 
the leaders of popular resistance goes on ruth¬ 
lessly and efficiently. 

EAM supporters continue to be sacked from 
their employment—that is, handed over to 
starvation, and the prisons arc filled to capacity. 
Meanwhile, as a safeguard for the future, a new 


law has been introduced providing for the inves¬ 
tigation of the past history of every Greek 
officer. This will ensure that only diehard 
reactionaries get into the officer class, that the 
army will be a thoroughly reliable weapon for 
the Greek ruling class. 

But the collaborator trials show that the 
government is having to take some stock of 
public feeling. An even more favourable sign 
is that none of the ELAS men sentenced to 
death (in the teeth of the amnesty) has yet been 
executed. 


JAILED FOR 

SOLIDARITY 

A soldier recently was sentenced to 16 
months detention for being absent without 
leave for . . . only 30 days. There must be 
a reason for so savage a sentence, but it is 
not that the victim had behaved in a 
specially despicable manner. On the con¬ 
trary he had acted in accordance with high 
ethical principles; but they were working 
class principles, and as such received the 
venom of the ruling class. 

The soldier, Private A. Lambert, a middle- 
aged man of 44, who doubtless remembered 
the General Strike of seventeen years ago, 
had taken part in the recent Manchester 
Gas Strike—for which some of his comrades 
were fined, and then gaoled for refusing to 
pay up. He was absent without leave from 
November 18th to December 18th of last 
year, and told the court martial that his 
conscience would not allow him to help 
break a strike in the Cardiff Dockyard last 
November. Rather than do anything against 
his fellow workers in the docks he went to 
stay with friends until the strike was over. 

The court must have realized that a spirit 
of solidarity like that, and a refusal to 
break the working class code of ethics, if 
allowed to spread, would constitute a 
deadly blow to the upholders of class in¬ 
justice. How bitterly they felt about it is 
reflected in the vindictive sentence of six¬ 
teen months detention. But honest men and 
workers will feel their hearts warmed by 
Lambert's spirited action. 


'HE much heralded meeting be¬ 
tween Churchill, Roosevelt and 
Stalin is not taking place under very 
auspicious circumstances. The mili¬ 
tary victories in the West, in the East 
and in the Pacific put the Allied 
Powers, it is true, in a stronger posi¬ 
tion than ever before but the problems 
created by the process of “liberation” 
and the prospects of peace are likely 
to cast a shadow on the victories. 

The people, will, of course, be left 
guessing as to the nature of the discus¬ 
sions and the decisions reached 
by the Big Three during their 
conference. 

Even if we are not told what is 
going on at the conference we can 
nevertheless have a good guess. The 
fact that no smaller nation has been 
invited clearly indicates that they will 
have to accept the decisions of the Big 
Three, whether they like it or not. 
Many small nations will not, of course 
accept this without putting up a fight 
for what they consider their rights 
and one can foresee endless conflicts. 
Already General de Gaulle, who feels 
sore at not having been invited to the 
conference, has declared: “We have 
let our Allies know that France will 
not regard itself as bound by any 
arrangement which she has not dis¬ 
cussed and approved on equal terms 
with the other Powers”. 

The growing power of Russia can¬ 
not be regarded as exerting a progres¬ 
sive influence and as she is the strong¬ 
est power as far as Europe is con¬ 
cerned one is forced to watch her 
policy with particular care and 
anxiety. Up to now the Union of 
Socialist Republics has been carrying 
on a policy of territorial annexations 
together with the setting up of right 
wing quisling governments in those 
countries which she has been unable 
to annex. The ease of Poland does 
not need to be mentioned again. In 


Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania, 
Right wing elements are given full 
support while genuine working class 
movements are suppressed. 

Czechoslovakia is the latest country 
to have been told, in no uncertain 
terms, that she must toe the line or 
else lose some of her territory. The 
Ukrainian Government at Kiev had 
carried out some agitation for the an¬ 
nexation of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia 
which had apparently “demanded” to 
be incorporated in the U.S.S.R. As 
one knows the autonomous republics 
of the Soviet Union have now' the right 
to carry’ on an independent foreign 
policy. When the alarmed Dr. Benes 
approached Moscow' on this matter 
the Soviet Government denied any 
responsibility for the demands put 
forward by the Kiev Government and 
declared that it felt itself bound to its 
pledge to restore Czechoslovakia to 
her pre-Munich frontiers. The Ob¬ 
server furthermore reported that “The 
Russian Government is believed to 
have assured President Benes that the 
campaign will be stopped immedia¬ 
tely.” 

This incident is interesting because 
it show's that the autonomous republics 
can be used to put forward claims 
w'hich the Soviet Government cannot 
decently sponsor. Their independ¬ 
ence is a myth since a call to order 
from Moscow is sufficient to make 
them alter their policy. 

It is probable that the Kiev demands 
were put forw'ard to blackmail the 
Czech Government into accepting the 
Russian controlled Lublin committee. 
A few' days after an assurance had 
been given to Dr. Benes that no Czech 
territory would be touched it was an¬ 
nounced that the Czechoslovak Gov¬ 
ernment would recognise the Lublin 
Provisional Government of Poland. 

Through force and intrigue Russia 


More about the Warsaw Rising 


Palace Colliery Dispute 

Am Lxiimi|*!«* of Working I la** Solidarity 


A +ph udtd c MiuftU oi m orkutf «1**» tolid- 
mitt i* bcm| mi the F«Uu Ldlu ry 

rffiL I lut pH, ii it* f w i» ofi 

lift fiuki of HmmuRmm** (ruwikl* f 1 m. ottii 
ittu btec fan dnit nmu Jmnumry $4h . «ad 
iu>,( bltit Wufku4 |MO •hilt* t MI ff fkc New 
Vmz tiul*d«>». I be*/ ktfuRU l**» been 
*co diiioiit hu«M*c thi > h«»c fcceitcd 
onJ % mcMgr*. ani'H rm- ifuau u*c be/ pita. 
Thto U doe lo ike f**4 ikatf fkey U*c 
nof met of* mmy (urn of prepalaid* uoauoili.ee 
to Mole thea e**c to I be puUu *u*d lo oil* r 
auiii.i» to tbe d**tmi If fl*c* a*ode mm-L «u 
nppcai the f Mould ftee**t auui) **u/k 

nr* «n then c«n*e A not be/ re »*ai* fur tbe 

mmJI Mipf>ufi ii I be iiiicHt/iaut uf union ufL 
cuU nod Mm»e as»*u«£t iocot» »• Uu ft*one«l 
worker* <*ffcni|4 lo nollec4 atuuc) of |hi pu 
fntc* 

Mam nunc/* at ofr pit* h eat lo help, 
but aft prr»cntid bceaei** uf • a/ho* ten*on* 
Tbe okf cry of M t»i# effort*' |bou£l« ucnriuj 
llun. i* *cry diMuorafittf «*>till in do* rt*p««4 
Then i» alio tbe litre ai of * lettmunlioo ,» Uicli 
M dill * rralilt d«*|>iit »h»t the autbo/uiea 
«nn> any lo Iht coot/*/*. NcitrlhtlcM, *wp 
port ii r/llMiif «od (bit h|hl turn > beeotm a 
broad ieroe • 

Tbe of tike k|«i nben a eoal-eof luu 
marhionn/tt wot *cnf lo other work on an¬ 
other shi/t. A n«MOO«a*t/ lo Ibc pit had been 
pul on hi* job. To fbou£bfU»* people (bn 
might *e%.iii a very uifiplt finite, ool north 
dnhitif about Buf lo miner* **bo arc com¬ 
pelled by tbe iiiiuiutliuiiii frurroetndiiig fbeir 
jub to wnick oof for tacadcnl* Irks ibia one, 
there a « »rr> deep prirutpU imohed. I ur- 
therenorc, there i$ no felling m!hm or ubere 



the management vtouJd atop if the) were 
allotted to gel atta y with tiling* like I hi*. 

Oac other import ant i**uc in this dispute 
it the demand of the miner* for the removal 
of tbe manager and eonie of hi* lackey*. 
Manager Davie* i» a rigid diacipiiuariun. Hi* 
depufic* and fir cm cm were in fear of him, and 
*1 *,** not a i cry unfumilimr piece of new* to 
bnd in the paper that a miner tta* charged 
*friki«ig one of thi* manager** *uhordiii- 
at«-§. There via* dibmlejy bad feeling be- 
luecn (be men and hi* under *impj> be- 

i#ttH fh* —ml hi * in •( ructions—they 

graded the men on. On one occasion lie 
threatened tbe nun b> *a>ing that be vti*hed 
Ibc mar *ai over a* be couJd then bring in 
snore d**4*pbne and tbereby gel hi* revenge on 
ouner* **bo were “giving him trouble**, 

ll cbooid be nufed bcrc tbal #oeh a elate 
of affair* esiMid at tin* collier; tbal during 
one dupuit even ibc union leader* ibieateued 
aetioci again,l liu* m*u. In one *UI*iuent 
*»»ucd from Midir** beadipuailer* ibc; *aid 
Ibaf thei demanded bi* diviiO*iaJ But ibep 
dnl nut lung about U, and bt vldl itiusiNi, 
I In tutu are non taking action at la*I lot 
ihrumJm, and are titlcimimU lo divpfuvc 
him—snore power lo their arm 

I he newspaper* can fuli> r if rain from men* 
linuiug a*)iLuiif about thi* man, and tontvul 
ibaanveiia* mlb *a>ing fbal *Tb««c are other 
i**ne* iutuJktd bc**dc» tbe one evucc rumg the 
mat him mao “ Ol count, the nenepaper* 
trtdftwl be eipeitvd to »»> any thing on behalf 
of liu nun. It ii v*»lt known that the* play 
on out aide uul>. I he ir part in reporting 
I hi* *tr«kc is a Duly dispuablt one- I hey 
keep atrietiy In the lint of eabotagmg Ibc 
loiovrt 1 cave- lnltidsh Sunday. January 
2Hi b, they reported that tbe hum were de¬ 
ciding In go back In work. Ilus is an old 
trick—tin ft is Mot the slight* it evidence that 
then report it true. I he Hewiltun Adic/luc# 
•fated that a maturity uf the branch couiuiillic 
re comm ended m return to work, Hul they 
failed In gain any tiling Itom ibis low 
mamt utre. In January 2Mlli» at a meeting 
the “Palace” nutter* voted solidly fu continue 
the strike. And they arc still on strike. 

J. LAKKAUILK. 


Eye Witness Aeeonnt 

CTALIN’S government and its stooges ai Lub- 
^ lin are already trying to besmirch ihe rising 
in September in Warsaw by means of “new in¬ 
vestigations”. No new investigation however 
\ will alter the fact that Moscow urged the neces- 
1 sity of the rising right up to August, promised 
I aid, and then diverted the Red Army’s advance 
| to Warsaw, sent no useful arms and even denied 
I landing grounds for British and American sup- 
I ply planes. They dubbed the rising “criminal”, 
j Now they are on a new tack. General Bor, 
says Moscow, is being well treated by ihc Ger¬ 
mans, lives comfortably. This proves—accord¬ 
ing to these scribes—that Bor was a Hitler agent. 
We do not know what Bor’s politics are. But 
we do know that the Stalinists are using a filthy 
device here. Do not they treat Von Seydliu 
and Von Paulus well—however much they re¬ 
viled them in the past? Did not General Mont¬ 
gomery breakfast with Von Thomu, the butcher 
of Guernica? 

A young Polish officer, Ll. Jan Novak, who 
is said lo have conveyed the signal for the rising 
from LunJon lu Wursuw, has told the other side 
of the story in ihc Ncus Chronicle (27/1/45). 

‘ My wife and 1 were once gathered with 
300 Polish patriots in a building overlooked 
by (icrmani, but they did nut interfere utih 
u> Potters were openly displayed in the city 
deviating that The day |» aiming', 

“We kiKw thu Red Army was near. I had 
i.cn then tanks and their soldiers und we 
thought liNny via* very near. We believed 
that out living would lust only three or four 
days and wc heard inunautly the roar uf 
Russian guns. Roman patriots were in Piagu 
Jinn Rinnan hghurs and bombers canic over 
the tit) and only tin; Human Goeriug divi- 
vijiu remain, d east of the Vistula. At 5 p in 
on August 1st the rising began. Ry ten 
o'clock Ik German tank* had been knocked 
out and most of the city, except for Piagu 
and Luboki and tin German strungpoim* 
wjthiii it, was in our haiidi. 

Not only the Underground army but tin* 
whole civilian population had risen- There 
was a terrible bat tit on the banks of the Vis¬ 
tula, but help did nut conic, and at length a 
deathly silence fel l if heard no longer the 
sound oi Russian guns and planes. 

“On August IOth the German offensive be¬ 
gan: their planes Hew over and machine- 
gurused and bombed the chy, and gum which 
they had uvcJ at Sebastopol bejpm Us 
destruction. We were afraid of using uur 
dwindling muniUon» 

The NtU’i Ckrenki* report continuer: “lx 
Novak Mid the) Iwil herd Ku»»t»u wireless 


messages asking the Poles to rise, and stated that 
a Russian Intelligence officer, Capt. Kalugan, of 
the Czerny Group, was in Warsaw in contact 
with General Bor. On August 5th, this Russian 
officer sent a wireless message for transmission, 
through London, to Moscow. The message— 
the text of which he gave—asked for automatic 
guns, arms, ammunition, grenades and anti-tank 
weapons, and added: ‘The heroic population of 
Warsaw trust that in a few hours’ time you will 
give them armed support. Help me to get in 
touch with Gen. Rokossovsky.* 

“This telegram reached Gen. Sonkowski on 
August 6th, and was handed to Gen. Sir Alan 
Brooke, from who Gen. Bor learned, on August 
9th, Lt. Novak said there teas no reply , although 
Kalugan remained in Warsaw for six weeks. 


A considerable period has now elapsed 
since the beginning of the so-called ‘Bevin 
boys" scheme, heralded by the yellow press 
as the one and only solution to the ills which 
beset the mining industry. So it is perhaps 
appropriate to review the situation from the 
point ol view of the Rev in boys themselves. 

Lately, Fleet Street in general and the 
iVerci Chronicle in particular, remembering 
that most of their readers (luckily for 
them!) have short memories, have been dis¬ 
covering that like their brothers in other in¬ 
dustries—only more so—many of the Bevin 
hoys are not at all patriotic, and that some 

-well, some are downright rebellious! At 
Durham, for instance, fifty Bevin boys have 
'disappeared', while 1,100 summonses are 
tu be issued against ihosc who have dared 
to take (like Parliament, only they took a 
month) ten days off at Christmas. Wc can 
imagine how busy the Labour Exchange 
bureaucrats must be, particularly the gallant 
‘Major’ who seems to be a well known (and 
well hated) figure at most Bevin boy estab¬ 
lishments I 

Worse even than their general unkindness 
towards Capital on the part of the Bevin 
boys is the fact that their arrival at certain 
collieries has destroyed the 'one big happy 
family^ feeling which, the capitalist press 
would have us believe! hitherto existed be- 


‘After a while,* he added, ‘we began to lose 
hope’.” Lt. Novak continued his narrative: 
“We heard nothing from the Russians until 
September 10th, when their fighters came 
over, and at night their bombers dropped 
supplies. But the ammunition they gave us 
was of no use, because it was Russian, and 
we were using German weapons. The sup¬ 
plies which wc received from Allied aircraft 
from Italy fell for the most part into German 
hands. * v 

“Six times the Germans called on us to 
surrender. On September 30th Gen. Bor sent 
a telegram to Gen. Rokossovsky saying that 
our situation was hopeless and that he could 
hold out only another 24 hours. But there 
was no answer.” 


tween masters and slaves. Division of 
Labour! Anarchists, however, should thank 
Gauleiter Ernest for the one piece of good 
he has ever done, albeit unintentionally! 
His slavish scheme has made thousands of 
youths reach several important conclusions 
—reached by the hard way of personal ex¬ 
perience—conclusions concerning conditions 
of which they had previously heard the 
vaguest rumour only. 

Firstly, the Bevin boys are beginning to 
realize that they are living under a system 
akin to that in Germany and that England, 
the “land of the free” is rapidly becoming 
a policeman’s paradise. The difference be¬ 
tween British and German Fascism being 
that over here they sugar the pill a little 
more with the aid of 'socialists’ and 'com¬ 
munists'. 

Secondly, that the miners far from being 
cowards and rotters as the Bourgeois press 
would have people believe, are brave work¬ 
ers and good comrades. 

Thirdly, and most important of all, it has 
led many of them to consider means for 
changing the present system and of elaborat¬ 
ing new methods of struggle against it. As 
a result, Bevin will yet have cause to regret 
adopting the scheme, if he does not do so 
already. 

Vivlvn Bird. 


Bevin Bor/s Line Up! 
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llurkgroiiiHl (o Hi Li 

M«M k Hllg fron, r .,) 

Rccnw to huvc succeeded up to now in 
hiiving her own way in all the coun¬ 
tries surrounding her. 

In countries which are stronger ami 
further away front Russia its influence 
makes itself felt in a more suhtlc way. 
In France in particular, it is thanks to 
a scries of rapid and well-executed 
somersaults by the Communist Party 
that Russia has mumeuvred the 
french Government into a position 
which is favourable to her. 

The recently signed Russian-French 
pact is a secret but it must have given 
satisfaction to Stalin or the French 
Communist Party would not have- 
given full support to de Gaulle us soon 
as he came back from Moscow. Up 
to the treaty the Communist Party 
was often critical of de Gaulle and his 
government. Jacques Duclos. secre¬ 
tary of the Party blamed de Gaulle for 
the disorders in France: he declared 
“since the Government is too slow in 
carrying out the purge, people natur¬ 
ally take things into their own hands". 
Prarda was also critical and attacked 
de Gaulle and Pierlot for attempting 
to disarm the resistance movements in 
France and in Belgium. 

Now that de Gaulle has come buck 
with a treaty in his pocket and the 
Red Pope's blessing the French Com- 
munist Party stands solidly behind 
him. Thorez, the prominent com¬ 
munist leader just back front Moscow, 
advocated that all arms held by former 
members of the Maquis should be 
handed over to the Government and 
that “Public security must be ussured 
by regular poliee force constituted for 
this purpose”. 

In spite of the Communists with¬ 
drawing from the opposition out¬ 
spoken criticism of de Gaulle was ex¬ 
pressed by the Movement of National 
Liberation (M.L.N.). An article in 
their paper Combat (31st Jan.) at¬ 
tacked both de Gaulle's policy and the 
Communist's. 


c coo sequence* arc already evident, when 
cl Cuctiin (Communist lender) and Louis 
J (Conservative lender) are lulls agreed 
paliey which lends Co the abandonment 


What ore the workers, disappointed b> their 
party, thinking? What are the trade uninns 
demanding? What docs the great majority of 
tile French nation expect? What ore the 
claims of our voung men. for whom the only 
Government attention tins been calling-up 


I ^HE capitalist press has given great 
prominence to the “Clc/l Chin" mur¬ 
der trial, whose outcome was the death sen¬ 
tence for two young people, an 18-ycar-old 
girl and an American soldier of 22. This 
brutal murder was the result of nn associa¬ 
tion between two people whose youth had 
already endured sordid and demoralizing 
privations in their home lives. Society's 
"solution” is even more degenerate 

Betty Jones' childhood wax entirely drab, 
amid unemployment in South Wales. She won 
a scholarship, but as her father was on the dole 
she could not take it up, and it was withdrawn. 
When she was 13 a man seas charged with a 
sexual offence against her. He was acquitted, 
but anyone acquainted with the sordid way in 
which the law treats such offences cin imagine 
what an effect the proceedings would have on a 
young and intelligent girl, l-aicr she was sent 
to an approved school, where the rigid discipline 
and dreary routine added another chapter oi 
disappointment and depression to this young li/e. 

Married at 16 (it is said, in order to escape 
from the approved school) the association was 
short-lived, and she went to London to seek 
"adventure”. What had our metropolitan civil¬ 
ization to offer her? The soullessncss of modern 
"pleasure", and the more sordid type of sexual 
association, without idealism or love. In short, 
one more disillusionment in a life already loo 
full of frustration. Even Ernest Bevin could 
see this side, in his speech at Birmingham on 
January 16th: “Unemployment is a terrible 
thing. I look at that unfortunate ease this 
week of that Welsh girl, and it has made a great 
impression on me. A little girl of 13 in a 
Welsh home, full of ambition and energy, won 
a scholarship. Her father is on the dole, and 
now from that moment down to now she has 
gone wrong until she is under sentence of death. 
But remember, it started svith the dole. It 
started with unemployment. It started with the 
most devastating thing.of all, frustration." 


HULTEN’S BACKGROUND 


------ 

and Sort* 


IV 


The support of tie- Gaulle- and bis rc- 
ae-tionary policy is bound to lose the 
Communists a lot of the- populurity- 
they have in France-. It is significant 
that the- Movement of Nationul Liber¬ 
ation which groups all the resistance 
organisations should have re-fused a 
fusion with the Front National tvhie-h 
groups the Communist forces of the 
resistance. 

All these machinal ions are- carried 
out by power-hungry politicians while 
people arc reduced to semi-starvation 
ns in France or to famine conditions 
as in Italy. Greece- and Poland. While 
friontiers are “adjusted" round green 
tables, riots are- crushed by tbe police, 
hungry workers arc shot, revolution¬ 
aries are put in prison by the thou- 

it is difficult to find reasons for 
optimism anywhere. The World 
Trade Union Congress now being held 
in London does not certainly offer a 
demonstration of internalionul solid¬ 
arity which could give- hope to man¬ 
kind- The- representatives sitting there 
arc the faithful servants of the ruling 
clashes whether capitalist or stalinist. 
Tbeir decision* will not be essentially 
different from those reached by the 
Big Three- at tbeir conference. 

Wasn't Churchill going to preside- 
over the- Conference? 

Aren't the Russian delegates Sta¬ 
lin’s mouthpieces? 

Didn't the- C.I.O. representative 
support Roosevelt's election? 

As far as the- workers are- concerned 
the two conferences might have been 
held together — it would not have 
made the slightest difference. 


trooper, h* » _ _ _ _ 

cal cnrMtiOnnlng by training courses .Uvgivcj ." 
eliminate human (tcllngs of pity a rut ownpunr. 
lion. The late Grnrnl McNair, until rrvrnilv 
in charge of the training of alt American trmpa, 
declared in ■ rut von-wide broadcast: "Our sol 
dierv mu<t have the fighting spirit If vou call 
that hating your rnemiev. then we mu«t hate 
with every fibre of our being We mun hot 
for battle: mo- ob/ect in lilt mim he to AsfA 
There need be no pangs <*/ eomchmce 
This ts the philosophy to which Hultcn was 
subjected and specially trained. 

The environment of Hulten and Betty Jones 
—which they could neither ootxfauoo nee control 
—had defeated any aapirations they mav have 
had. Their lives frustrated them by their drab¬ 
ness. Thor crime was indeed swthd. but what 
is one to say of the “solution"? Detention, and 
the suspense of tudidal proceedings during which 
they were urged by their advisers to Jroeunoc 
one another. And the outcome cold, deliberate 
extinction by judicial hanging People who 
read the press are shocked by the brutality of 
the murder. If they could clearly visualise the 
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FREEDOM PRESS LECTURES 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 

Commencing at 6.45 p.m. 
to bo held at the 
HOLBORN HALL 

{Second floor. Room 4) 

Grays Inn Road. London 

IBusei 38. 19; Trolley 555, SSI. 613. 621. 
Tuba: Hoi born, Chancery Lana| 

11 th Feb. Ron Avery 

THE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF ART 
18th February Tom Carlile 

THE MINERS’ FIGHT 

25th February Ernest Silverman 

ENGLISH JUSTICE 


Little Known English -InarrhinlH 


ANARCHISM m England has mam distin¬ 
guished forerunners—men hie GoJwin, Shellev. 
Robert Otren and other!. Rut I leave to more 
competent hands the task of writing the history 
of thit aspect of the Anarchiit movement, and 
propose instead to place on record the lives of 
some of the letter known pie>neert of our move- 

01 those of proletarian origin, Dan Chatter- 
ton stands out. He attracted more attention 
than others of his time, at least at far w men¬ 
tion in contemporary hooks goes. Rut he re as 
very well known, not only in Hyde Park, hut 
also as all meetings of the advanced sections »/ 
the social movement, where he sold Freedom, 
and the Commonweal, hut especially pushing the 
sale of his ntm little production Chattertun'v 
Atheistic Communistic Scorcher, W which the 
British Museum possesses a lull set. He usually 
created both a sensation anj considerable amuse¬ 
ment by rapidly announcing hn paper as "An 
appeal to the hall-starved, herring-gutted, poo- 
erty-stricken, parish-damned inhabitants of thit 
dss-united kingdom"I 

The paper appeared in pamphlet form when¬ 
ever he was able to issue it in various hinds of 
type and on varying kinds of paper. He us¬ 
ually held a meeting in Hyde Park, and then 
sold his paper—for there were no reurtclsons on 
the sale of literature in the Park ui those days. 
It was also much easier to sell literature to an 
audience than is is mow. Dan's language was 
always vigorous and he never Iailed to draw a 
crowd. 

Through the Scorcher ran his “Autobiography 
ol Old Chat" which ii a history of the struggles 
ot his lime, the scenes he witnessed, and his 
frequent challenges to Bishops and priests to 
debate with him. These last were mostly pre¬ 
ceded by an “Open Letter" Hating why they 
should meet him in debate, and he took pains 
to set that they received the challenge, though 
l think that he had no success in drawing them 
into battle! 


Mv Appr 

Drury Las 


l>wii ChallrrloH 


for he had no machine! 

Richard IX'hslemg, in hn once famoui novel 
No. S John Street. «uici Chatterton one ol hn 
leading characters under the name s’l "Old ‘48". 
and r«yi of his paper. "The lournal, if I may be 
pardoned the digression, has no circulation, yet 
it support! ’48, as he supports it. It ii bought 
as a cunottty at public meetings, and usually by 
persons who hose in view an inexpensive dona¬ 
tion to the British Museum. Many who pur¬ 
chase it make the transaction an excuse for offer¬ 
ing the proprietor an alms. It has- every note 
ol singularity. It u printed on paper ol the 
texture commonly used for posters, and ol the 
hue of anaemic blood. Its orthography ii that 
of the lint standard; its syntax aspires to the 
perfect freedom of the Anarchical ideal. It is 
-i from a composite fount suggestive of the 
a tabbing printer's dustbin, and 
> undue a proportion ol eapuals that 
they sometimes have to take service out ol rhea- 
rum at the end of a word. It might appear to 
have a large stall, for no two of its articles are 
n gned by the same name. “Brutus" writes the 
leader; “George Washington' supplies the re¬ 
ports ol meetings; “William TelT ‘gives reminis¬ 
cences ol the Chartist rising; and “Cromwell" 
acts as agent for advertisements. To the ini¬ 
tiated, however; these are but to many mcarna- 


leventv copiet dei.rij 
These earlier isiuei 


John Henry Mac hay. 
poet, wrote a remarkable 
the London so.taint mm 
ed The Anarchiit i. in u A 
pen-picture ol "Old Che 


always of the poor, teas always tor ike pan 
and he never shirked the light, "nemol. an 
strong in ekara . ter, ha taught all An Isle f*» hi 
das i IndmduaJiilu set temperament, he k 
heved that it teat only in Communism that k 
could find liberty. A militant atheist, he ua 
loo logical to re/ect a goeernment in the iksei 
and accept one on earth He lemgkl the pehli 
dan as he fought the prtest, lor. as he often sari 
“They art twin cultures hatched from the tom 

MAT KAVASAGH 


DEFENCE OF THE DEVOLUTION 


ANARCHISTS arc often asked their attitude towards mili- 
d\ tanxm and the way in which they propose to defend gains 
which are made in a revolution. They are amazed 
pacifists who say that the use of violence wiil 
Sf workers' control and working-class freedom; and 
those socialists who say that the revn uuon can only be defended 
by the creation of a so-called workers areny w-hich wdl br orga^ 
ised from above with its own officers and will be essenually the 
same as the capitalist army of to-day. When wc come to ex¬ 
amine them, both these ideas amount to the same thmg, if the 
revolution has to be defended by force it •“~** 
struggle for freedom and will not be capable of introducing the 
free society. 


ANARCHISM AND PACIFISM 

Anarchists are opposed to all wars, the senseless massacre 
which it involves is completely inconsistent with our libertarian 
principles, especially so when to-day it becomes total war 
ugionit whole peoples regardless of their support or responsibility 
for the war. The organisation of a modem war means that the 
whole of the population is mobilised -and the country goes onto 
a hundred per cent, war economy. To such a state of affairs 
wc can only declare our opposition, but this docs not lead us 
to become pacifists. In fact, one of the reasons why we oppose 
the pacifists is because their position is in effect to support the 
war vi long at they are not involved in it. The difficulty in 
criticizing the pacifists it in their completely muddle-headed 
approach to the problem, due to the (act that ihc pacifist move¬ 
ment 11 made up of all sons of elements; middle class, Quakers, 
Catholics, Methodius and so on; tooalisis, pacifist-anarchist*, 
vegetarians and a host ol other beliefs. The only thing which 
unites them is their objection to violence, and this leads them 
to reject revolutionary violence by the workers as well as organ¬ 
ised imperialist warfare Having classified all violence together 
as bad they arc unable to distinguish between a war and a 
rcvolutiuo, and when the Spanish workers rose against Franco 
they condemned their struggle—thus betraying their separation 
Ircim working-class problems and their complete lack uf dau- 
consoouinrs- When the present war broke out the only choice 
lor them was between supporting ihc British war effort or allow - 
ing a Nazi victory, and thus the great maiority of parifisu have 
been fitted into the British war machine in a way that does noi 
hurt their consciences. Because they reject violence, the third 
alter native did not appear to them, lhat of a revolutionary 
struggle against the system which produces Nazism and war. 
They end up therefore as supporters by implication of the far 
greater menace uf impcrialisi war. W r c can salcly say that the 
great maiority of pacifists liave been in the position of supporting 
the war, they have consistently supported the power of the 
nate, without which nr would be impossible, but have rvjecteJ 
the idea of revolution to destroy the State. In the lace of all 
this it is not surprising to see how many of them have sup¬ 
ported the various "peace by negotiation" proposals pul forward 
by people like the Duke of Bedford and similar cliques, which 
means in effect playing into the hands of power politicians who 
would decide ilie fate of colonials and other peoples without 
even consulting them. To urge a capitalist government io 
negotiate with Hiller not only implies recognition and support 
for the British ruling class, il also implies recognition onJ sup¬ 
port for Hilkr and his gang It is very difficult to sec how you 
can do a deal with Hitler without recognising his right to speak 
on behalf of the whole of Germany, which means support for 
Fascism in Germany. And it is difficult to sec how you can 
urge a capitalist government in make a negotiated peace without 
in effect supporting their actions and agreeing to the suppression 
of colonial and Indian workers. As anarchists we refuse to 


There is a minority of revolutionary pacifists, who recog¬ 
nise the class set-up in society and desire for a complete change 
in the social system. Their attitude is to advocate revolution 
by non-violent methods, but the lact is that revolution is not 
something which can be planned and mapped out in advance, 
it arises from the deep anger anJ discontent of the workers 
The only thing that we can do in building our movement is to 
be prepared to turn a revolutionary situation into a real social 
revolution. To refuse to act on the side of the workers is to 
aid Ihc counter revolution. 

AGAINST MILITARISM 

Wc agree with the pacifists in wanting a world in which 
war and violence are abolished, but we recognise that “’' State 
itself is based on violence. The power of any government finally 
depends on the brute force of the police or military authorities, 
and their ability to enforce the will of the government. There¬ 
fore, in order to put an end to violence wc must also put an 
end to Ihc State machinery. Capitalist society breeds violence 
by its very nature. Only in an anarchist society would the ideas 
of pacifism have any reality. 

To oppose the State is not enough. Anarchists arc just as 
much opposed to the class society which produces the Stale, and 
wc can only think of the social revolution as something which 
destroys the capitalist system and replaces it by a society where 
property is held in common and industry >s operated under 
workers’ control. As much as we would like to make this 
change-over in society as peaceful as possible, wc cannot believe 
that the capitalists will lie down and accept the idea of their 
being deprived of their privileges. They will use every meant 
.w-i- Tower to snul ,h any constructive efforts by the workers 
d force will be one of their chief means. We maintain 
f capitalist violence the workers have a right 
“’c do not think that il is the use of 
a, but that it is power that turns an 

^■1-I - While wc agree that society can be 

transformed by a general stnkc in which the workers lock out 
the boss-class, and begin production for social use instead ol 
for private profit, we know Irsira all experience of such situations 
In the past that the State will defend its position as the executive 
committee of the ruling-class, and will open warfare on the 
people. In such a situation we should have lu chooie whether 
to stand aside, and so help the bosses, or to support the workers 
and so defend the revolution. Fur Anurehists at any rate the 
choice is dear. 

THE DEFENCE OF THE 
REVOLUTION 

Wc realise our duly to defend the gains made by the 
workers, but wc also realise our 
against those who would erect a 
pretending to be friends of the revi 
lutionarics” say that the workers w 
a highly disciplined and a 


ships, land and workshops; those who nude the revolution would 
be the ones who would defend it. They would not become an 
fact the workers in arms, who would go 
hen the lighting ceased The anarchist 
- Ukraine in 19(7, of Zapata in Mexico 
*“ 1936 were of tin. nature. 


army but would be 
back to their work 
forces of Makhno in the 
in 1920 and of Durruti 




n Spain 

. _, ln J h, „,V kr,inc in 1917 • P«“f" force ol "irregulars” 

faced the IX hues and drove out allied and German backed 
armies from the South of Russia. The movement started as a 
small band of guerrillas and swelled into an insurgent force 
based on principles of voluntary co-operation. Similarly the 
movement in Mexico in 1920 was held together by the voluntary 
co-operation of workers and peasants keeping the Governmental 
forces out of the liberated regions. Although these two move¬ 
ments were based largely on the peasants, the Spanish Revolu¬ 
tion of 1936 took place in an indusvialiscd country. It was 
the workers who started the resistance to Franco, while the 
government spent its lime talking. With a large anarcho- 
syndicalist influence the workers took over and ran industry and 
agriculture on collective lines. At the same lime they created 
workers' militia Dn lines of equality and freedom with no officer 
caste; it became an “army in overalls." The militia was not 
highly disciplined, the anarchist slogan was "Wc must organise 
indiscipline" that is they must organise on free lines. But they 
fought very well just because they knew that they had something 
to fight for. Naturally these methods would not be successful 
in a capitalist conscript army where the rank and file are treated 
merely as cannon-fodder, but in Spain it was an associstion of 
conscious revolutionaries, consequently freedom—or “indisci¬ 
pline” was possible. 

The disintegration of the Workers' Militia in Spain was not 
due to their method of organisation, but was due partly to the 
building up ol a militarised army by the Popular Frentists and 
Stalinists which was used to destroy the revolutionary achieve¬ 
ments of the workers. Added to this was the isolation uf the 
Spanish Anarcho-syndicalists who received very little help from 
the workers of other countries. When they were "indisriplined" 
the ill-armed and poorly equipped Spanish workers fought 
against international Fascism in spite of internal dissenuons, 
but svhen the Popular Front had organised its “efficient" central¬ 
ised army it was unable to succeed. The fact is that the destruc¬ 
tion of the collectives and smashing up of the workers revolu¬ 
tionary achievements by the Sialiniils had destroyed also the 
morale of the workers, who realised that now they h.) i r.ir less 
to fight for. 


be defended by the workers keeping ihc means of defence in 
they- own hands. Experience shows that the use of violence in 
itself does not corrupt witness the record of the Anardus? 
hi™ n>Cn ctone Ut “ “ UnilCd SutC P°*" >“n “ie 


Lind of tyranny while 
The militarist "revo- 
d to be organised into 

_JPPI__ _. m order to defeat the 

forces at the disposal ul the capitalist State. Bui wc recognize 
lhat any such "workers' army” would only make it possible 
for a new ruling class to climb into power. The social revolu- 
tion cannot be fought along the fines of a struggle I f 

armies in the capitalist manner, the actual figbiin„ 
be part of a whole campaign directed against capitalism a 
whole. The organisation of the actual fighting uoulJ arise fr 
the initiative of workers themselves; from the factories, mu 




the social revolution into theof’th^enemv. *'Th/^froiwte 
of the armed workers must be supported bv the worker, of other 
countries, who must first of all see than no .rurrve.u.on,., 
measures are taken by other governments, dome lhl, _ 
and active intervention against the shipment ot 
lu the reactionaries. Secondly they must exicnJ u>c 
to other countries so that the revolution <**• ^ „„ 

.‘“i* 1 .!?' can . not 5u PP° rt . B 4“n^rna.ionall»u, 

must be international. 

MAX vale. 
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tncoodiri^al 


AW loThe '•"’^^liild do justice 10 Bren- 
In si! nx his thlM *<** ** 

mu. etui * fK ' ra nsoni—> ncidcnt*lly paid ior 

*T*\be rich—he did not claim the right 
in jnsU. «r fl) thc Revrr^nb or to occupy the 
to ~rc-oJ ^ r ^ tcaooeCf what was praiseworthy 
sS>ut ht» ’gentleman's character, was that he re* 

Y 1 from commenting on Roman rule and on 
SfSvishnca and coseard.ee ol the Roman 

n o-day, some twenty-three centuries later, the 
“I'm-w: I\:::.v:..;.c Nations'' :t:v.c. the law of 
the sword »n the lace ol the oppressed people 
under Nan rule, in the shape ol "unconditional 
surrender'’. And Recause the suffering people 
cannot pay m gold and cash, they arc threatened 
with deportation to England, America or Russia, 
where they will serve as labour slaves, and work 
as "volunteer co-operators” lor the “generous” 
w-age ot seven shillings a week, or no wage at 
all. 

11 these arc the real meaning and aims of the 
“unconditional surrender” policy—and it would 
appear to be so—how then can we be surprised 
that the Germans are stubbornly defending their 
territory and fighting to the death rather than 
submit to mass deportations? If the fate of the 
German people is likely to be that of slaves 
suffering and dying tar from their native land, 
it is natural that they should prefer to suffer 
and die at home. 


“WARNING” AGAINST 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
BUT NOT FOR GENERAL 
SCOBIE ! 

Mr. Prill asked the Secretary of State for 
War whether he is aware that A.C.I. No. 1527, 
ol' 1944, which asserts that it is an offence 
against King’s Regulations for all ranks to per¬ 
mit their names to be published for political 
purposes or to sign public petitions, circulars 
and appeals dealing with political matters, has 
no justification in law; and whether he will have 
this misrepresentation of the legal position with¬ 
drawn. 

Sir J. Grigg: The A.C.I. referred to docs not 
make the assertion mentioned in the first part of 
the hen. and learned Member’s Question. It 
says in effect that an officer or soldier who per¬ 
mits his name or opinion on a Service matter to 
be published for political purposes or adds, or 
allows his name to be handed to a public peti¬ 
tion, circular or appeal dealing with political 
matters, may be held to have contravened the 
King's Regulations. The question whether in 
a particular instance there has been a contra¬ 
vention of those Regulations is one for deter¬ 
mination by the responsible military authority. 
The second part of the Question, therefore does 
not arise. 

Mr. Pritt: Does not the right hon. Gentle¬ 
man agree that it is almost impossible for any 
intcihger.t lawyer to suggest that the matters 
suggested in the first part of die Army Council 
Instruction could be offences at all; and is it 
not just a blackmailing threat? 

Sir J. Grigg: It is not in the least a threat; 
it is a warning- 

Mr. Shbizcell: Does the prohibition of the 
expression of political opinions by Army officers, 
apply to General Scobie, who recently expressed 
opinions about minorities in Greece? 

Hansard, 16/1/45. 


Surrender 

Himmler's Fourth Front 

**■ 

, S *r k-mncTS 

GreenwJvi 1 , ™ unt $ lcad *£ • Mr Arthur 

that «,£> Jamcs boasted 

kmwv E C,crnuns ** vc «nlv one vmue-they 

5*5* "° w to obey". The German “mdusmal- 
1 ' however, did not himself appear to have 
much faith in such racial virtues, and hastened 
to suggest the intervention of the Britannic 
mailed fist, adding: "You should know how to 
command”. 

Not even Himmler, the chief of the Gestapo, 
believes in the servility of the German people. 

It has been said that some years before the war 
he made the following statement: “In the event 
of war, wc shall have a land front, a sea front 
and an air front; we shall have also a fourth 
front, that of Germany herself, and thismicrnal 
theatre of roar ail! be the decisive one". 

In order to hold down the conscripted people 
in the army as well as in the industrial field, 
Himmier has at his disposal an army of some 
4,000,000 gangsters (S.S., Gestapo, etc.;, to cope 
with any rebellion. Himmler knows that the 
only serious and permanent danger to all totali¬ 
tarian regimes comes from the masses’ natural 
aspiration towards freedom, and not from the 
plots of dissatisfied generals or politicians. 

The example set by Italy suffices to show that 
a totalitarian regime can be overthrown only by 
the popular will and not by plots or palace 
revolts. Plots can be dealt with: by Mussolini 
and Stalin, as well as by Hitler and Himmler. 

It is well known that the Nazis arc carefully 
organising for the extermination as hostages of 
large sections of the German people as well as 
of conquered peoples and of war prisoners, in 
readiness for the day when they will abandon 
the occupied territories. 

It is obvious that when the Nazis will finally 
be reduced to their own national territory, they 
will use these hostages to barter for their own 
lives—and they will be all the more ferocious 
and merdless when the German people, the 
fourth front, the last entrenchment of the Nazis, 
will rise in revolt against their oppressors. 


The Call of the "Liberators" 

For years the "liberators” have been calling 
upon the people under Nazi rule to revolt. In¬ 
deed, the call is but a matter of routine, and 
when they do revolt, they are bombed from the 
air, as was the case with the workers of Milan, 
Turin and Genoa who were demonstrating 
against Badoglio, demanding peace; or they are 


m the back ojj the grounds that their 
mmg ^•"prsjfcarurc”, as «« me case with the 
workers o: Warsaw; or they are blitzed tram the 
aix, land and sea and harassed by famine, as 
sva. the case with the workers oi Athens, who 
alter liberating themselves from the yoke of the 
Nazis, demanded to control their own destiny. 

To return to the German workers, u would 
be impossible to reproduce all ihc insults hurled 
against them by the self-styled labour “"leaders” 
in order to iiutify the fat salaries which the 
bourgeoisie and the unthinking masse, allow 
them. This venomous propaganda is meant to 
side-track the class struggle into racial and nat¬ 
ional antagonisms, and thus avert the danger 
of a social revolution and save capitalism and 
the Bnush Empire. 

The state of corruption of the Labour move¬ 
ment is best shown by quoting the capitalist 
press on the last annual Trades Union Congress. 
One headline taken at . random {Daily Sketch) 
reads: "All Germans Guilty—Says T.U.C” 

Indeed, the Labour “leaders’* declared the 
whole German people responsible and guilty for 
wai—as well as for the 1914-18 one. But 
{cont inu e d on p. 4 ) 


Business as ('sual W fiile 

The Indian Government fca* been nuidni: 111 JI I £1 11 Starve 

the headlines in ifce hcancui columns re- * 

cauiy. Apparent* it is making an offer to preitv ^ood busnew especially no seemg 
buy in miles of railway owned by the L>u! k0o „ i; i r,* 0 n>. ^ « pro- 

As-om RailwayN and Trading Ok. the iuve never done a .isriui day s work 

The nrv-N that this sale might come otf crs. out 01 *bvV*r >\»ca: arid iso the jnaian 
has produced considerable activity amongst Government will pay tor 

the price of a unit of the “A” stock was ditions during cist year > Indian raffuoc 

£14* to-day the same unit is priced at £106. probaoh suppressed. bat it is -• kkj* an 

And the “B” stock, which will only be paid indication of the stale o* affair* :! men arc 

out after the "A” is satisfied, has made even so hungry that the only \ 
more startling gains. In 194a it was priced 1* to join the army But 

at £>, to-day it stands at £66. ih»* includes million Indians starved to 

a trebling in value during the last six with the pro fils 02 a co< 
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THE PRICE THE MIXERS PAY 


H*r Commentary has al»a>> attacked the 
viicnc» of the capitalist press and their propa¬ 
ganda against the coal miners as “slackers”. 
Anarchists arc not like those comiortabk com¬ 
mentators who—from their clu broom arm¬ 
chairs-applaud (be coercion of men into a 

dangerous and underpaid industry. The 
struggle to live a lull and developed life under 
the deadening conditions of wage slavery is 
something which wc know too well. The 
ignorance and complacency of the well-to-do, 
whose prosperity and culture is founded on 
the misery and frustration of thousands of 
workers, is one of the most repellent aspect* 
of the social injustice of to-day which wc seek 
to replace with a free society of equality and 
comradeship. 

An article in Picture Post (27/1/45) may 
perhaps bring home to supporter* of the “law 
and order” of capitalism some of its conse¬ 
quences for those whom the need for wages, 
and now the threat of Ministry of Labour 
Direction Orders as well, drives into the 
mines. 

The Picture Post article tells how the eleven 
miners who made up the Glynncath Football 
team for 1929-1950 have subsequently fared. 
One man is dead (of pneumonia at the age of 
23). three arc hopelessly injured, and the 
remaining seven arc totally or partially inca¬ 
pacitated by silicosis. Fifteen years ago they 
were all healthy athletic men: now not one 
of them is able to earn a full *vaj*c. And all 


of them owe their 
broken health to danger* which 
place in the mines, and which couid he practi¬ 
cal)? eliminated if the co ndi t ions of cool 
mining were not determined by the need* of 
property and profit. 

Three of the men are injured b> fails of the 
roof; two with injuries to tbc spine, and one 
with a useless arm. 

Seven have fallen victim to silicosis—”slant 
lung" a* it is pvooincly coiled—a disease 
caused by the inhalation of fine particle, of 
stone dust into the lungs. It U mostly found 
in anthracite mines, but also affects worker* 
in certain type* oi quarry, some work in 
potterv. and most rapidly fatal of all. sand¬ 
blasters and steel grinder*. (In Sheffield the 
disease is known a» "grinders’ disease ). 
The father of two brother* m the football 
team died of silicosis at tbc age of 4t» . . - 

Though silico*is has long been rccogniacd 
as an industrial disease, sufferers used to bu*c 
the greatest difficulty in getting certified, and 
so getting compensation. The position became 
finally untenable and tbc Government in.L- 
tuted a Coal Mining Industry (Pncumocoioo- 
sis) Compensation Scheme which came into 
force in July 1st. 1943. Even this L far 
from satisfactory. During the first year of 
the scheme, tbc Silicosis Medical Board re¬ 
ceived 4.762 applications ior certification. Oi 
these 1.328 were certified. 1.158 rciuscd. and 
2.235 remain undecided still. It is calculated 
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tor the nr.i 13 su.fi of irirapanTT aad txS 
thereafter. A widow receives £400, or £700 
if she ha. children. 

“In the cate of partial iscapocuy. the role 
is based on half the difference between the 

and what be i. ear rung, or could theoretically 
earn, in light employment on tbc oirfsct, or 

job £4, h. .Totapeasatiun would he 10/*. 
hopple.ocutary oUowan... would only add a 
shilling or two.” 

only to bear the un.Iorfunc of jo/tid or total 
disablement, but also fan to face a lower 
weekly income. lailioJ oi being compensMed 
ior misfortune, he has it rubbed in by • 
lowered standard ol Lsmg. Picture Post goes 
on Co point out ; "Compensation is not. in 
fact, lor tbc injury or illness at all. but only 
for the hiss of wage, because of it. One man 

be could stir! do hi. former job, fie received 
nothing at all.*' 

Picture Post deserve* thanks for publishing 
this article, which will have opened the eyes 
of many to tike oonduion. which miners face 
dolly throughout their working fives. Nor 
does the writer oui.t to speak of the comrade¬ 
ship and solidarity of the miners—one of 
those with spinal injuries ui this football team 
would have escaped unharmed if he had not 
rushed to save a boy I tom a roof (# Xkh 
spirit finds expression not only in sharing the' 
dangers of the work, but also in standing 
solidly together agonist the State and the 
eoalowaers ui strike act on. and in eases of 
vie limit at ion. The fate ol this team explains 

why "some of these men have learned to hate 
everything about mining, and swear that their 
children shall newer go underground. Better 
they should take their chance with the rest of 
the world in the unisersal 1in curds of peace 


THE END OF A POLICE 
CHIEF 

Angelo Chiappc, the former police prefect, 
who was sentenced to death on December 23 on 
a charge of intelligence with the enemy, was shot 
at S a.m. :o-day in the courtyard of the Central 
Prison at Nimes. He was the brother of the 
late Paris prelect, Jean Chiappc, who died in a 
’plane crash in 1942 while returning to his post 
a: Beirut as High Commissioner under Vichy. 

Manchester Guardian, 25/1/45. 

THE PRICE OF LIBERATION 
IN FRANCE 

France is to-day nearer to starvation level 
than at any moment during the whole war. 
This ncar-faminc was not what Frenchmen 
expected of liberation. Coming in the sixth 
month after the Allied arrival, it suggests a 
grave lack of Anglo-American foresight. 

Though French rations arc, officially, much 
what they were under the Germans, they arc 
much less often obtainable. In no recent 
week has un adult in Paris been sure of his 
iour-and-a-half ounces of sugar or his two 
ounces of fat. The daily average of calorics 
purchasable on the open market, which was 
1,722 in October, had fallen to 1,418 in 
December. The January figure will be lower. 

The very old and the very’ young suffer 
most. At Nantcrrc, in the famous home for 
the aged, there were 3,500 inmates a year 
ago. there ore now only just over 2,000. The 
inadequate fat ration has been a death 
sentence. * __ _ 

Two English visitors who called at a Paris 
creche in January found that 17 babies had 
died oi cold that morning. 

The Observer, 4/2/45. 
In other words the French people arc econo¬ 
mically worse off than they were under Ger¬ 
man rule. What explanation docs Churchill 
offer for that? He can't blame EL AS this 
time. 



AGAIN 

Wc arc very 
sorry to have 
to inform our 
readers in Eire 
and other neu¬ 
tral countries 
that the copies 
of War Com¬ 
mentary dated 
25th Novem¬ 
ber have been 
returned to us 
by the Chief 
Censor. Wc don’t know what offended the 
sensibility of the gentleman in question as no 
reasons arc given when literature is banned 
*°r export. If wc only knew what we should 
«ot say wc would try to mend our ways, or 
would wc? 


WHAT'S THE FUSS ABOUT? 

"The idea of meeting Communist leaders at a 
conference is most repugnant even to men as 
broadminded as the Regent of Greece.” 

This is an extract from a message sent by Mr. 
Lccper, British Ambassador in Athens, to Mr. 
Eden, and printed in a White Paper issued last 

Daily Mirror, 1/2/45. 

This is a very tactless remark on the part 
of the British Ambassador. Surely if 
Churchill and Roosevelt can meet the great¬ 
est Communist leader. Comrade Stalin, 
without feeling any repugnance the Regent 
of Greece should not be so fussy. 


IN BELGIUM 

All the intense political activity here lakes 
place against a grim background. The food 
position, allied with a fuel shortage of appalling 
magnitude, has now produced a crisis situation. 
Even the slender bread ration has been practi¬ 
cally distributed, and the complete cutting off 
of electricity and gas during the day is adding 
to the hardships of the Brussels population. 

In startling contrast has been the revival in 
its grossest and most indecent form of the black 
market. Well-known black market restaurants 
are open with eggs, chicken, rabbit, and coffee 
available. Meantime, the civilian hospitals com¬ 
plain of totally inadequate supplies. 

The black market touts carry on their busi¬ 
ness openly. For coal the current black market 
price k about 10,000 francs per ton. 

On Monday and Tuesday, in the biting 
weather, the plight of families in the working- 
class districts, under-nourished as they arc and 
entirely without fuel, was pathetic. Fortunately 
Wednesday brought the thaw, and a welcome 
rise in the temperature has continued. Never- 
thlcss, it is impossible to overrate the seriousness 
of the present position. 

The Observer, 4/2/45. 

WHERE THE MONEY GOES 

Trade Unions are expected to provide 
£120,000 of the Socialist Party’s fighting fund 
for the General Election. To the current in¬ 
come of Transport House they contribute £8 for 
every £ 1 contributed by Socialist political organ¬ 
isations. How many Parliamentary seats will 
be allotted them in reward for these lavish 
donations? 

Evening Standard, 2 / 2 / 45 . 
While money subscribed by Trade Unionists 
is used in the parliamentary racket strikers 
are refused strike subsidy by their unions. 


MORE STRIKES AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

Just over twice as many working days were 
lost through industrial disputes last vear as 
in 1943. 

The number of disputes involving stoppages 
of work was 2,185, compared with 1,785 in 
the previous year. The number of workers 
involved was 830.000 against 560,000 in 
1943. Working days lost last year totalled 
3,700,000, against 1.800,000 in 1943. 

The coal industry accounted for more than 
half the stoppages and for two-thirds of the 
number of days lost. 

October saw a rise in the number of unem¬ 
ployed—93,300 compared with 86,500 in 
October. 1943. Heats Chronicle, 1/2/45. 


RIOTS IN ITALY 

More riots have broken out in Italy—this 
time in Graffignana, near Rome. Hundreds of 
people demonstrated outside the town hall, pro¬ 
testing against the appointment of the mayor, 
says a message from Rome. 

The carabinieri were called out and fired on 
the crowd. Six people were wounded. 

Bombs were thrown on Saturday in Naples 
and Cagliari. One policeman was killed. 

Heats Chronicle, 23/1/45. 

RUSSIAN ARITHMETIC 

The Russians must realise that we are not all 
schoolchildren in the West. If we are at times 
sceptical oi Russian figures and reports it is 
not necessarily due lq ill-will but to the some¬ 
what extravagant conception of numerical accu¬ 
racy in Soviet military reports. For example, 
if one adds up Russia’s official figures of Ger¬ 
man losses they reach the staggering total of 
more than nine million killed and taken prisoner 
and about 20 million wounded. Our only de¬ 
fence against such inflation is constant sceptic¬ 
ism. Moscow might note that. 

Tribune, 2/2/45. 

ITALIAN ARMISTICE 

'ITie Italian Government has informed the 
Allies that Italy can no longer comply with the 
financial provisions of the armistice. The armis¬ 
tice terms have not yet been published, but it is 
understood that Italy was to bear the cost of 
the occupation by the Allied armies. When the 
terms were drawn up, however, it was not fore¬ 
seen that a long and exhausting war would be 
fought on Italian soil, and it is not surprising 
that the Italian Government is now asking for 
credits to enable it to carry on. The truth is 
that the situation in Italy is very bad. 

Manchester Guardian, 2 / 2 / 45 . 


ALL IS WELL IN AUSTRALIA 

The question whether the Duke of Gloucester 
is to be regarded in Australia primarily as 
Royalty or as Governor-General seems to be 
settled by the procedure adopted a: his swearing- 
in at Canberra. 

When he leaves the converted and modernised 
squatter’s heme which is his official residence, 
his car will fly his owm standard. When he 
returns after the ceremony which makes birr- 
Australia’s first Royal Governor-General, the 
car will fly that of the Governor-General. This 
will appear also on his airplanes (the Duke will 
have three at his disposal). 

Nevertheless the Duke’s own standard will fly 
over his Canberra and Sydney residences. 

Evening Standard , 30/1/45. 


MOSCOW RIGHT WING 
ALLIES 

Very late in the day 
some leading Poles are 
sharply realising the 
mistake (of thinking 
that Poland could be 
independent). This has 
been newly illustrated 
by a strong appeal made this week to his 
countrymen by M. Starfishw Grabski in a pam¬ 
phlet under the eloquent title “Nil Desperan- 
dum.” M. Grabski has for more than half a 
century been the leading light of the nationalist 
Right. He accompanied M. Mikolajezyk in his 
visits to Moscow las: year and resigned from 
the chairmanship of the Palish National Council 
when Mikolajczyk left office. His pamplet is a 
firm and persuasive plea—the most outspoken so 
far—for a genuine and radical reconciliation 
with Russia. The plea is addressed primarily 
to the Polish Right Wing; it is made from a 
purely nationalist viewpoint and it advocates the 
Polish frontier on the Neisse and the Oder: but 
it will undoubtedly strongly stir Polish public 
opinion. 

Another instance of the swing in favour of 
co-operation with Ri&sia is the adherence of 
General Szeptycki to the Lublin Committee. 
General Szeptycki is one of the most prominent 
Polish generals and Minister of War in many 
Polish Governments. He, too, is of the Nation¬ 
alist Right Wing tendency. 

The Observer, 4/2/45. 
While Stalin gains support amongst the re¬ 
actionaries in the countries he occupies the 
workers are submined to the ruthless Soviet 
rule. 


Through the Press 



WHO IS WHO ? 

A point to remember is that EL AS is com¬ 
posed oi Trotskyiies. 

Get this dear too. 

Now you know why the Du ty Worker is so 
strongly in favour of EI_AS. 

That toe* is why Joe Stalin has been in the 
huff with Winston Churchill, and has been so 
long in fixing up a meeting. 

Joe Stalin did not know what Winston Chur¬ 
chill meant by sending arms i*> the Trotskyitcs. 

Was it to enable the Trotskyitcs to fight the 
Communists? 

Who, then, arc the Trotskyitcs? Obviously, 
they are the people who commit all the atroci¬ 
ties? But wait! 

Mr. Eden threw further light on the matter 
when he came to speak: when he said: EAM 
does not exist any more, and what is left is just 
a hard Communist core,- or if you like, Trot- 
skyite core." 

Obviously things are getting more and more 
complicated. 

Ikonoblast in Foraard, 27/1/45. 


JAILER COURSE FOR 
"LIBERATORS" 

British officers who are to be placed in control 
of the German prison system are to take a 
course in penal administration in Wakcfidd 
Gaol, says the War Office. 

When the course is over they will go to Lon¬ 
don to make a special- study oi the German 
prison system. 

Sunday Dispatch, 28/1/45. 


GOD IS ON OUR SIDE 



A holly-decorated 
Christmas card printed 
with a prayer ior fair 
weather for battle was 
given by General Pat¬ 
ton to all men in the 
Third Army on Christ- 
Day. On one 
was a message 
Pauon to his 


and nations. Amen.” 


Since Christmas Day there have been con¬ 
siderable spells of excellent weather on the Third 
Army front. Snow and frost, across which 
armour can operate, replaced rain and mud. 

Evening Standard, 18 / 1 / 45 . 





































WAR COMMRJV'i'a RY FOR 


ANARCHISM. lOih FEBRUARY, 1945 


Servicemen’s Kevictions to 
Freedom Press Raid 


From a Lieut, in Italy. 

You don't knoM hon frustrated such fin 
invasion of your office files, homes, etc., 
makes us fee! out here when sve have sup¬ 
posedly left home four and a half years ago, 
and country two and a half years ago, to 
ensure that such things should nof happen in 
England. 

From the Navy. 

I am rather disgusted at the treatment 
meted out to you by Scotland Yard—they 
obviously consider that you arc establishing 
yourselves too firmly and every' time you 
establish yourselves so far they will probably 
think up some cat-mouse method of sending 
you back to the commencement again in the 
hope of tiring y ou out. 

1 am not in full agreement with your ideas 
but l must say that 1 consider it not only des¬ 
picable but crass impertinence that in our so- 
called democracy they do not consider anyone 
apart from themselves mature enough or cap¬ 
able of analysing ideas and pronouncing judg¬ 
ment on them. What is so maddening is that 
these people do not even seem capable of this 
themselves. If they were children they might 
be called nastv, selfish little bullict: as so- 
called adults I’m afraid even a sailor's lan¬ 
guage fails to describe them. 

Sub. Lt. C. 

Clashes with authorities 

It is some time now since 1 last wrote to 
you bat ms interest in anarchism is still very 
much alive in spite of being in the forces for 
14 months, in fact if anvthinf my interest in 
the conquest for freedom has increased during 
this tune. I*ve had the chance to see for my¬ 
self w Hat this foul w«r is really being fought 
for. 

1 have already had clashes with the authori- 
tic*, about my and have been told in no 

uncertain way to keep them to my*sctf. I 
think this is good enough proof that those in 


authority don't want the rank and file to do 
too much thinking for themselves. 

Freedom Press pamphlets not 
returned. 

Last Monday the 22nd Jnn., the Squadron 
Leader returned all my books and pamphlets 
excepting those which arc published by Free¬ 
dom Press. He said these were being held 
under Defence Regulation 94a. I signed for 
those I did receive in triplicate. 

A couple of weeks ago a friend had his 
father’s house searched in Darlington by a 
policeman, a redcap and an officer. He was 
searched also. 

They have been trying to make things 
awkward for me here since I came out of 
detention. They chase me all the time. One 
morning the sergeant said to the fellows* "If 
any of these Anarchists or Communists come 

up to you and say f- fatigues, f- snow 

shovelling, you punch him on the nose. He 
is trying to stir up trouble." What a low 
mentality he must have! 

B. 

[Defence Regulation 94a refers to seizure of 
printing presses. The squadron lender ob¬ 
viously didn't know what he was talking 
about.—Editors. ] 

Further Searches. 

Since the raid on your offices I have not 
received a copy of War Commentary. My 
name and address is probably in the hands 
of our "wonderful police force" and conse¬ 
quently rather out of reach. Two of my 
friends are also in the same position. 

You will he interested to know that this 
camp also had to submit to n search and var¬ 
ious hooks svcrc confiscated. The only light 
spot that I con see is that the government 
must he seared or such strong measures svould 
not he put into effect. 

Wishing you all the best in this New Year. 

S., R.E.M.E. 


TO HE REAR 
HEADERS! 

A certain amount of publicity has been 
gfsen bs the National Press to the C.I.D. raids 
on Freedom press offices. Space considera¬ 
tions make if impossible for us to reproduce 
these report» in this issue but we propose to 
do so in a future issue of War Commentary. 
Meanwhile oil we have to report at the time 
prrss is that most of the literature 
mmd office equipment seized have been re¬ 
turned. The notable exceptions seem to be 
letters, addresses, etc., pertaining to service- 

* 

We hs»e hod a number of letters in some 
of wiuch rradrrs complain that they have not 
had H or Commentary for some time, w hilc 
in others advising ui that two copies of each 
fasssc have hern received! We are not sur- 
pn»cd sines our affairs base, through no fault 
•f ours, been conducted under most difficult 
conditi ons. However, with the exception of 
irmcfars. all subscribers' copies should go 
oaf correct1 1 this issue and we therefore ask 
vender.- who have not received past issues of 
the pn pr r to send us a postcard indicating 
w i n ch issu e s failed to reach them and we shall 
gee* the matter immediate attention. 

it 

I nr the pur p o se of compiling a complete 
record mi the authorities contempt for the 
Freedom mi ofsuuoos and of the individual, 
os ask all renders who Imm been in any way 
affected b* the raids on Freedom Press (such 
as paduatai bs tbs police or through their 
m p i a?*f nr C.O., personal »tarctics, or having 

the*« l*«nus» searched), to send us by RKG1S- 
1 hJKlil PObT a detailed and accurate* signed 
si a* r a w at of w bait took place- Freedom of 
speech and of the ursttea word Is something 
w h s rk *fie4*» every m a a and woman in the 
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BY ALL OUR 

country, as well as their children in the years 
to come, and they arc therefore doing a ser¬ 
vice to the community by assisting in giving 
publicity when these rights ore trampled on 
whatever the authorities' pretext for so doing. 
★ 

One final point. The law docs not oblige 
you to make or sign statements if requested 
to do so by a police officer. Nor need you 
answer questions unless you want to of your 
own free will. These facts do not seem to be 
generally known. The authorities already 
have quite enough power without adding to it 
the common man's ignorance of his "rights" 
under the law. 


Tlie Neeesslty for a 
Parallel Organization 

The British trade unions have become such 
large and powerful bodies that the worker is 
urged to support them by all politicians. Once 
a thing gets sufficiently large, a politician with 
his eye on vote-catching, will always support it. 
The Daily Express for instance , has declared its 
belief that strong government depends on the 
Conservative Party and the trade unions. The 
Trotskyists attack the labour bureaucracy more 
than anyone, but fry to provide a “left” excuse 
to continue to support the unions , their indus¬ 
trial set-up, the Militant Workers* Federation, 
being committeed to the policy of 100 % trade 
unionism. The Liberals of old proclaimed 
themselves to be the party derated to the protec¬ 
tion of trade union interests, while the Labour 
Party was formed and financed for that very 
purpose. The Communists hate implanted 
themselves in many quarters of the union bur¬ 
eaucracy in sufficient numbers at least to ensure 
that they never attack it seriously again. Even 
the Fascists used to cast out sops to the trade 
unions and say, at least when confronted with 
industrial workers, that they ’ didn’t oppose trade 
unionism. 

Nevertheless the fact remains that in spite of 
politicians of all brands urging the already- 
organised workers into the unions and doing 
nothing about the unorganised workers, there is 
growing up a steady rift between the workers 
and ike unions. To-day in all disputes the 
union leader u on the side of the bosses. He 
prcikuoM openly skat he has nothin* in common 
uuk ike rank-and- file, but stands firmly by the 
Siau and the employer The strike is declared 
unoffueedj but still the strike lakes place. The 
suvke u of+mst not merely the employer, it is 
also a Unit against ike State, and furthermore 
St is a strike ogjsmst ike union bureaucracy. 

I* that ukenener a strike takes place mu, 
uvms of are aJuays created The 

*. , s. k. otg+nin.4 they may hate been 

mni kouoKer sedkd the, may hate been 
kdJunJ that treacherous slogan trade 

»»»... wj a*** sp tit dko u j the task of it eating 
orgM*^iCons they form man minings 

w* th« pAs that ian take the i nukoine in form* 
mg t d* of w or hers the appeals go out 

lot pmhL.ur end lands lor strike pay, but they 
s uintivd meet nnk a s mu factor g response if left 
to the tmi mmute Stub kerbs of i* ordinuwH 
sk.mlJ he dome m mmo m e e does iksr sm 

H) PM ski si*.mg up of a par Misl or gantsMivn 
IF sJk$ WMonrt 

it ts idtiorty uteeaw) for off mtduants noi 
mured? in ike large s.dt tnduwiM t«*j/e# bud 
•a edl phpto* of gee t*either so apprwa+h 

eke fat k The sUitng up of rny PuUp%ni%m 
ta<i«>t*Mf pOl ft O OvSitOMl SO da} k, s*2i be p<* 
0PM W1 and pr&l+kty fdtl Steer (helm the 
raVywOi looms of enduiUkdl unarmesm faue us 
mm> foots of ike ,'Msaary w d *.» the mpitrut 
of fiat enduUed uneom sovh emend is tv be found 
m the mdspend**u strike mvaemeous the 
s p o m t an * on i miwns of the mothers w tut) 
proa of i4# tvMIry, partuudurh m ike Kotik, 
hone prepared the nay for an endn^OoM mnrn 
moeommA* bused, not on a frematw* U.i&tr 
soon of 9 M Muins^t. but on ihe g*a J.oa d federao* 
eng tv got her of all the breed defenue ivomuai 
of sum**t The mothers* %omud should be the 
lotml form of the mdmtrrd urn,* 

Smth # step towards mduo n f oegmuuhom 
osotdd bn the fust mot e tuuurdt mar k hr 

ledkii pet Pan. ebnoreho-syndhedum mil #sWte 
pa this country met of the sp^^soneous §nden* 

tours one mg on the yob. 


EXPERTS discussion on 

children 

A CONFERENCE of cxp„u h«, been meet- 

1 * mg in London to discuss the T Cl 

tion and leisure of school children, and n U °r 
B. Strauss of St. Bartholomew's Hospit^ k 
expressed the view thru there was a ttr nwino 
Rroup of children who are incapable of lovina 
anything or anybody and who needed leader¬ 
ship: “A very large proportion of urban chil¬ 
dren arc already on the fringe of that group, if 
they do not fit into it," he said. “It finds 
destruction easier and more pleasurable than 
creation." Dr. Strauss was not the only one 
to put forward such reactionary ideas, other 
speakers complained that children left school 
with the idea only of making money. Other 
speakers pointed out that children did not get 


they had the arms, and there were few troops 
which the Government could rely on for police 
force duties. 

To an extent many of the Canadian conscripts 
may be moved by French-Canadian nationalist 
feeling, but it is likely that that is not the only 
reason nor is that a reason which would appeal 
to all the conscripts concerned. The fact is 
tnnt we are at the really war-weary stage of the 
cnust WllC h pco P^ c are s * c k and dred of the holo- 
the tired n i , cvcn l ^ c most cIoc l ucnl oratory of 
The vnmt? mcn in power fails to convince, 
clean bv the nniv y - has had ils blood sucked 

majority of those who have becn^’ u ’ C 
best years are those who had nothing w® ,hC u r 
war and will have nothing afterward,^ lh ,° 
ing to the News Chronicle ( 26 /l/ 4 ’s) A -*p^ 


and the buiding of a society free from crime or 
punishment. 

German Prisoners Obey! 

J T seems that all the speeches made a©u nsl 
Nazism, even those made only since Sep¬ 
tember 1939, have been of little avail in per- 
suading British farmers of the v.ccs of the Nazi 
svstem The farmers cried out against Italian 
prisoner-of-war labour, because the ulians ap¬ 
parently (with a good deal of intelligence) rc- 
fused to work without dceeni trea.mcrd, an^a 
certain amount to cat, and the ... 
to hurt themselves. The German > . 

ever, have been more indoctrinated - 

principles of obedience and sub/cct 10 ' ■ 
were quite prepared to work much m • 

ingly for a lot less, and all our good bourgeois 
farmers are delighted with them—one Gc 


Anarchist loin iimmH ary 


a fair deal and that all that was needed was 
for the children to be given an example. Said 
Mrs. E. M. Lowe: “We can very easily over- 
organisc the child's lcasurc. All we need to do 
is to give the child a lead in organising its 
leisure.” 

Whatever conclusions these committees and 
conferences of experts may come to, they will 
not be able to solve the problem of child delin¬ 
quency unless they take into consideration the 
anti-social nature of the capitalist system under 
which the children are educated and brought up. 
What is the ideology of capitalism but to make 
more money than the next man, and by the 
quickest possible way? And in wartime what 
chance has a child to develop love and con¬ 
structive ideas when all the resources of capital¬ 
ism arc concentrated on destruction and hatred? 

The highest honour which the present educa¬ 
tional system can offer to the child is to fly a 
bombing plane, and not only is this part of the 
school training, it is continued by special organ¬ 
isations like the A.T.C. Children don’t need 
discipline to make them behave, they will res¬ 
pond to healthy surroundings, freedom and a 
constructive example in a way which will sur¬ 
prise all the experts, and will give some little 
example of the possibilities of a truly free 
society. 

“Desertion” 

T HE Julians at home seem likewise to be un¬ 
impressed by Allied “liberation”. Accord¬ 
ing to the Manchester Guardian (26/1/45) the 
luiian call-up is not proving a success. “The 
big green call-up posters in Rome have been 
tom down and the word ‘Why?’ scribbled on 
them." The home defence soldiers in Canada 
likewise seem to be asking “Why?" in no un¬ 
certain terms. They were told that they would 
not have to go overseas, and now overseas con¬ 
scription is in force they refuse to go. They 
have either returned home or staged stay-in 
strikes. The Press has tried to taunt them with 
the word “zombies"—but has not dared to fling 
the charge of cowardice, since the Government 
itself admits it was worried, not that the Cana¬ 
dian conscripts would not fight, but that they 
would start fighting right there at home, and 


industrial News 
in Brief 

• MANCHESTER GAS STRIKE. 

As reported in the lest issue of “War Com¬ 
mentary', the outcome of the strike of tho 364 gas 
workers was that tho manager of the gas works 
paid the fines of the men who had been jailed. 
By his action the manager has in affect condemned 
the authorities responsible for the arrest of the 
men and for the subsequent stoppage of work. 

The Manchester gas works must be an unusual 
sort of place, Davies the manager told a “Daily 
Express" reporter that he paid the fines because 
he loves the gas works. Or perhaps he is a queer 
sort of man to fall in love with a gas works. 

• HUMBER STRIKE 

A strike lasting from January 22nd until January 
31st, and involving 5,000 workers terminated with 
a promise of e joint conference involving the firm, 
trade union and employers association. The issue 
at stake was the demand of the workers for re¬ 
instatement of a man who had been sacked and 
the withdrawal of the firm’s negotiator on all 
matters arising with the shop stewards. The strike 
was unofficial and did not receive the backing of 
the union. It seems very doubtful whether the 
men will echieve satisfaction by the now much 
discredited method of arbitretion. 

• 1.500 AYRESHIRE MINERS STRIKE. 

About 1,500 miners in the Dalmeliingten district 
of Ayrshire went on strike on January 29th. Their 
grievance is that though they sweat their guts out 
ell day they ere not receiving deliveries of their 
coal allowances from the colliery. 

• STRIKES IN THE U.S.A. 

Frances Perkins U.S. Secretary of Labour has 
reported the number of strikes occurring lest year 
e* 4 000 Despite the claims of the American 
politicians Urge numbers of workers still find it 
aecessery to carry on the ttru 

• ed better conditions 
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12,000 to 13,000 U.S. soldiers are absent with¬ 
out leave in the European theatre of war”. 
“There arc 1,723 men now awaiting trial on 
these charges and 70 to 80 are being picked up 
in Paris every day”. 

In Italy the numbers of deserters are so vast 
and so cosmopolitan that they have transformed 
the entire social scene within many Italian 
towns, entirely dependent on Black Market tran¬ 
sactions. The number of deserters in the fight¬ 
ing in Egypt and Africa has never been dis¬ 
closed. Vast numbers took to the desert, to be 
assisted by friendly Arabs, and include soldiers 
from both sides, many of whom have actually 
mingled with each other in their isolated 
bivouacs in the desert. Many years will elapse 
before even an inkling of the numbers involved 
can ever come to light. 

In industrial lands like ours there is one sure 
way of living, by crime, and so long as the Gov¬ 
ernment insists on driving conscripts to battle 
whether they like it or not and Lrcaung those 
who disappear like pariahs, it will encourage 
crime, lhat, surely, was the lesson of the U.S. 
paratrooper Hulten, who has recently been sen¬ 
tenced to death at the Old Bailey. 

It is the State that is responsible, and it plans 
to re-cnact the same tragedy with thousands and 
even millions of others. How many of the Cana¬ 
dian conscripts now fighting for their rights to 
stay at home, will loyally obey orders if they 
come over here? Those individuals weak 
enough to give in—will it not be possible that 
amongst them there will be some who will 
desert and finish the same way as Hulten? 

Will it be any different after the war? What 
is going to happen to the thousands in Britain’s 
war-time jails? The old man tired of life who 
first of all talks about gigantic atrocities in 
Greece and then says “I turn from the pink and 
ochre panorama of Athens and the Piraeus, scin¬ 
tillating with delicious life and plumed by the 
classic glories and endless miseries and triumphs 
of its history,” proclaims that so far as his 
Government is concerned, they will stay in jail. 
Our crowded jails, packed with people con¬ 
victed under purely war-time laws, are to stay 
packed. Offenders against the military and in¬ 
dustrial code will still be convicted. They will 
still round up ”70 and 80 a day" for the glass¬ 
houses and brigs. There will still be the rebels 
against discipline forced into jail; there will still 
be those with a distaste for discipline forced into 
crime. 

Can it be said that the total victory of any 
Government differs greatly from the total victory 
of any other Government? Only the Anarchjsts 
have the right answer: the fight against Gov¬ 
ernment, the struggle against authoritarianism. 
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No wonder there was such a campaign in the 
papers against the Italian prisoners-of-war. 
Curiously enough, it came from just those people 
who praised Mussolini realising that it needed 
a fascist dictator to discipline the masses of 
Italy. We need have no doubts that just the 
same sources that attacked the Italian prisoners- 
of-war will decide we need a Mussolini at home 
whenever thc British workers study their own 
interests first. 

CHURCHILL WEARS THE 

TROUSERS 

”Thc preference given by the Soviet in this 
moment to the Balkan campaign cannot have 
only military reasons—as the British occupa¬ 
tion of Greece is not motivated by purely 
military considerations. The Allies arc map¬ 
ping out spheres of influence. In a peace 
settlement it is easier to confirm established 
facts than to establish new ones. The accom¬ 
plished fact will be Soviet influence through 
the Balkans and Poland, and British influence 
throughout the Mediterranean. Military argu¬ 
ments, sound as they appear to be, fit marvel¬ 
lously into political ambitions and plans." 

(Dorothy Thompson, New York Post, 
October 9th, 1944). 

Louis Clair, who quotes the above in the 
November issue of the American Politics, adds: 
“In this connection, a very significant episode 
has been almost completely overlooked. The 
preliminary Russo-Bulgarian armistice was 
signed on September 10th. However, a month 
later the Bulgarians had not yet evacuated the 
Greek province of Thrace. Ihe Russians did 
not put any pressure on the Bulgarians to this 
effect—on the contrary. The Bulgarian dele¬ 
gate in charge of the administration services was 
a prominent Stalinist very evidently taking his 
orders from Moscow. A look at the map will 
easily explain this curious situation, since Bul¬ 
garia is occupied by the Red Army, the Bulgar¬ 
ian occupation of Thrace means that for the first 
time the Russians have an outlet to the Medi¬ 
terranean and have by-passed the Dardanelles. 
One day after Churchill arrived in Moscow it 
was announced that the Bulgarians had accepted 
Allied armistice terms and had evacuated 
Thrace! Churchill can be tough if he wants 
to. No wonder that ‘the announcement caused 
considerable relief in London, especially in Tory 
circles’." {New York Times, 15/10/44). 


UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER 

0 Continued from p. 3 ) 

in order to grasp the full meaning of their de¬ 
basement, we should couple this shameful deci¬ 
sion with the scandalous declaration of Mr. 

Ernest Bcvin, Labourite Minister of Labour, at 
the recent Labour Party Conference. Speaking 
about British intervention in Greece, he revealed 
that this criminal acuon had thc full support of 
the Labour members of the Cabinet. 1 can do 
no better than to quote some extracts from this 
piece of Labourism: 

Anything 1 say," declared Air. Bevin, “will 
be with deliberation, because it must have an 
effect on our attitude to other countries besides 
Greece. 


1 took part with my Socialist colleagues in 
the whole of these discussions going over nearly 
four years, trying to mark out the best way to 
handle these terrifying problems that would arise 
at the end of the war. 

“Ihe British Empire, whether we like it or 
not, cannot abandon its positions on the Medi¬ 
terranean. It is impossible for it to do so”. 

On the other hand, here is a masterpiece of 
Stalinist propaganda which comes Iron* Moscow 
and bears the signature ol Ilya Ehrenburg. T he 
Manchester Guardian ol July 24th, 1944, quot¬ 
ing the Red Star, reproduced the following state' 
mem by Ilya Ehrenburg: 

“We are not relying on any German; we are 
relying on unkt and shells. It would be wrong 
to think Out tins (The generals* plot against 
timer. Bd.) is any sort ol popular movement. 
For 1 |K>puUr movement, there must be * people. 
Hut in Germany to-day we see only millions id 
1‘iiues and Gtctihcu*, * rapacious, brainless 
iiuis, alternately arrogaut aud cowardly, uwap 
able of tltought or feeling". 

I |oa luvUviovtaly slattsWrous But how 
(*\tl> Multilist I 


ishmeni and destruction of the German people, 
will soon find it a very difficult undertaking to 
identify thc Germans among the ruins" of 
Europe. 

To rescue the German people as well as thc 
masses of hostages and prisoners of war now- 
on the threshold of annihilation, the internat¬ 
ional w-orking class must give immediately the 
maximum assistance to the fourth front, to thc 
European peoples’ revolt of which Himmler is 
so fearful. Wc can give help, if we are deter¬ 
mined to force thc armed democracies to keep 
their hands off the European revolution; to show- 
the war profiteers that wc are ready to lay down 
tools if they do not immediately comply with 
our demand. Wc very often strike and strive 
for a sixpence wage increase. Let us also de¬ 
fend our lives and refuse to be murderers or 
murdered. 

Freedom is not a present ol tyrants to cow¬ 
ard and corrupt slaves, but a reward conquered 
by men who love to fight and live as free men. 

A. CALTABIANO. 
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Frectkxn Prc** publications advertised elsewhere 
»n ihti issue also in stock. The following books 
are still available: 

WHY NOT TIIU&T THE TOttlES? Anaurln Bevan 2 i 
THE CIVILIZATION OF THE 

IUNAIS&ANCE IN ITALY J. BurcKharrtt 
tMPIHt IN AFRICA A Campbell 

a li 11 A IN S 00 AL M Heineman 

THE LION AND THE UNICORN Ccntse Orwell 
THE PAPACY IN POLITICS J McCabe 

THE NEW INDIAN ROPE TRICK Re*. Reynold* 

SPA H TAGUE F. A. Mulley 

THE STONY OF TOOLS Q. Chllda 

FALSEHOOD IN WARTIME Poneonby 
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SELECTED POEMS 
MODERN WLSH EPOCTRV 

SONS OF THE MISTRAL Roy Campbell 

ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY Tho*. Whittaker 
SEX AND REPRESSION IN SAVAGE SOCIETY 

MallnowtXI 

GRIME AND CUSTOM IN SAVAGE SOOICTV 

MaRntwekJ 

THE WAY ANO ITS POWER Arthur Waloy 

MAHATMA GANOHI nomaiit Holland 

SCIENCE ANO PROGRESS S. Lilley 

DEMOCRACY IN THE DOCK Gideon Clark 

NOW Volume 3 Edited by G. Woodcock 

DEATH PAYS A DIVIDEND F. tlrockway 

TUB RUSSIAN ENIGMA A. CJM*« 

STALINS RUSSIA ANO THE CRISIS , 0 

IN SOCIALISM Mai Ea.trnan r m 

AHT AND INDUSTRY Herbert R*JJ 

KUUOATION THROUGH ART Ntrbert *•*<■ 0 

MONEY MUST GU YiVl t « 

MIGHTS OF MAN T * F * m ' 

THE LANGUAGE A THOUGHT OF #l 12 9 

THE CHILD __ 

THE MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE p»a*el IS/• 

CHILI) ^ lkJ THf 

JUDGMENT A REASONING IN ™ Plmtet 12 S 
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